St. Luke’s, Lemmon, SD 2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 1-18-26

GENESIS 46 : 27b — 34
BRINGING THE FAMILY TOGETHER

All the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were seventy.

Then he [Jacob] sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way to Goshen. And they
came to the land of Goshen. So Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father
Israel; and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel
said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still alive.”

Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say to
him, “My brothers and those of my father’s house, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. And the
men are shepherds, for their occupation has been to feed livestock, and they have brought their flocks, their
herds, and all that they have.” So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, “What is your
occupation?” that you shall say, “Your servants’ occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till
now, both we and also our fathers,” that you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an
abomination to the Egyptians.”

* * * * * *

What makes a re-union special—whether it’s a class re-union, a military re-union, or a family re-union?
Re-unions are meaningful because one gets to see and talk with special people from the past whose paths one
does not ordinarily cross. One gets to see and hear how people have changed, grown, or advanced in life. It's
good to catch-up. This text is a joyous family reunion.

Joseph had eleven brothers and one sister. Their father was Jacob or Israel; their grandfather was
Isaac; and great grandfather, Abraham. (Abraham and his descendants were God’s chosen people from whom
the Savior would be born.) Joseph had not seen his father Jacob for twenty-two years. He had been his
father’s favorite. When he was 17, his brothers, in hatred, sold him into slavery in Egypt. The brothers lied to
their father, implying a wild beast had devoured him. In Egypt, Joseph had ups and downs in life, yet the
Lord was with him. Joseph became the second most powerful man in Egypt—only Pharaoh was higher.
During the second year of famine—he was 39—his brothers came to Egypt to buy grain. Joseph recognized
them; they did not recognize him. Joseph put them to the test—not to get revenge— but to see if they were
still the same hateful, cruel brothers. He told them he was going to keep Benjamin as a slave.

When he saw that they had changed, he told them who he was. They were stunned and afraid. He
assured them that he was not bitter; God had used their ungodly wickedness to send him to Egypt to store up
food for the famine. Joseph invited them to bring their wives and children, flocks and herds—and father!—to
Egypt for the remaining five years of famine. When they returned home, their father too was stunned in
disbelief and joy to hear the news. All came to Egypt to live.

The text says there were 70 members of Jacob’s bloodline family in Egypt, including Joseph and his
sons born in Egypt. It is noteworthy that the number was 70. In the Bible, numerals often carry a significance
of their own. The numbers 7 and 70 indicate the special peace between God and man. They are blessed
numbers. In the beginning, God completed the creation in 6 days, but it was the 7™ day that tied all together.
God “rested” on the 7™ day—He was not tired—spending time being at one with His creation, especially with
Adam and Eve. That Rest Day was not just physical rest, but “Rest” for heart and soul. Then later, when the
people of Israel had drifted from the Lord, He sent the Babylonians against them. The people of Israel were
taken into exile in Babylon. The captivity lasted 70 years, during which time the people turned back to the
Lord. After 70 years the Lord brought them back to the land of Canaan in peace. They again had rest with
God. ------ The 70 family members of Jacob or Israel, who moved to Egypt, were the people of Abraham



whom God took as His own and from whom the Savior and Rest-giver Jesus would come. The family of
Jacob was reunited in Egypt to be at peace with one another and God.

The same is also the picture of God’s people today. You and I are blest in being God’s “70,” people
given rest in Jesus the Savior. God cares for His church—certainly the visible church-es on earth, although the
devil infiltrates them. He particularly cares for His Church, His invisible Church of all believers-in-the-Savior
of all time. This Church is the real people of God, the real “Israel,” who experience the blessings of His “70.”

Joseph appointed his brothers to live in Goshen, the fine delta land of the Nile River flowing from
northward through Egypt, emptying into the Mediterranean Sea. The delta had rich soil, silt carried by the
river each spring at flood time. There was plenty of water for grass and livestock—the perfect place for “the
70 and their flocks. Upon their arrival, Joseph went to meet them in his chariot, surely a highly ornamented
official chariot, and surely with all his entourage. He “presented” himself to his father and family. The
Hebrew for “presented” is often used to describe God suddenly revealing Himself! What an unexpected event
for Jospeh to appear! Imagine father Jacob seeing Joseph in his splendor—after thinking he was dead for 22
years. Joseph embraced his father and “wept on his neck a good while.” What a reunion! Joy was in both
their hearts, and tears of love and joy flowing from their eyes. Joseph did not shun his father. Even in all his
official capacity, he respected him, honored him, and loved him. It was not beneath this vice-pharaoh of Egypt
to show humble respect and loving welcome to his father. The same applies you. Yet how often do people
refer to Dad and Mom as the “old man” and the “old lady”? How respectful is that?

Joseph took his aged father (130 years old) and brothers to Pharaoh. He was not ashamed of the simple
shepherds from Canaan. Pharaoh was happy to meet them. Joseph had wisely instructed them to explain to
Pharaoh, without apology, that they had been men of livestock for years; it was their way. Note: in Egypt,
shepherds—those who worked with “dumb animals”—were considered unrefined and an abomination.
Egyptians farmed, exporting much grain from the Nile River valley; but to work with the dirt of animals, that
was beneath them. Joseph wisely instructed them to address Pharaoh with all respect, “your servants”—humble
and appreciative guests, requesting to live in Goshen.

The request to live in Goshen, as directed by Joseph, accomplished several things. It removed Israel
from the “society” of Egypt so they would not be a constant affront to the Egyptians. (Yet Pharaoh would even
ask them to care for his livestock.) Israel would have room in Goshen to grow, which they did. Goshen would
keep Israel from “rubbing elbows with” the godless influences of Egypt and its idol worship. Joseph’s wisdom
accomplished what God wanted! ------ God also urges us to stay away from the devilish influences around us,
to avoid that which is wicked and that which is false—actions, lifestyles, beliefs, teachings—whether
appearing to be great or small—all stemming from false prophets of Satan, working against God’s Truths from
Scripture. The lies of Satan seem so agreeable. But Stay Away! ---- Jacob’s family stayed in Egypt well
beyond the five more years famine. They stayed 430 years! Then God sent Moses to lead them back to the
land of Canaan, the land where the Savior would be born some 1400 years in the future. It had been a great
reunion of Joseph and his family. It was part of God’s plan for bringing salvation in Jesus, even for us!

Every Sunday or Rest Day, we gather for worship. It is a day of rest with the Lord and re-union with
one another. We don’t weep upon one another’s neck, but there is joy to see, greet, and visit with each other.
The pastor enjoys that too! And then there is yet a greater reunion to come—with the joy, the peace, and the
love of being united with the Lord and with every man, woman, and child of faith in Jesus in heaven! All
God’s family, all believers in the Savior, all the Church will be together with the Lord! Whether considered
abominable by the worldly people and by Saten’s team, it doesn’t matter. We look forward with joy to the
Lord “Bringing all His Family Together” through the death and resurrection of Jesus! We will enjoy the great
“70” at the re-union before His throne!

Amen! So be it! ---Pastor Kanzenbach
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