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                                 ADVENT  WELCOME! 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might 
become rich.”         --- 2 Corinthians 8:9 
 
 
ORDER OF SERVICE:     Supplement, page 12,  
 
 
HYMN  56    Jesus Came—the Heavens Adoring    
 
EPISTLE:  Romans 13:11-14    The return of the Savior is fast approaching!    
Do not let Him find you serving Darkness and sin.   Serve Himl.  Serve the 
Light of the world and the Light of eternal life!  This Advent season as you 
prepare to celebrate again  the Savior’s first arrival on earth, do not find your 
Advent and Christmas on desires of the flesh—drunkenness, strife,  immorality, 
jealousy, etc.   Put off the sins of darkness.  Put on the armor of light!   
     
PSALM 24,  p. 25   The Earth Is the Lord’s! 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:1-9    Palm Sunday parallels Jesus’ birth,  and also 
every Christmas season.     
1.) Prior to His death, Jesus humbly entered Jerusalem  riding upon a beast of 
burden.  The crowds shouted, “Hosanna!” [Come! Save us, now!]  “O Son of 
David!”  [O royal descendant and heir of King David’s throne!.]   
2.) Jesus entered His life on this earth in all  humility as well,  merely a little 
baby lying in a cattle manger of all things!   The angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds, “Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior who is 
Christ the Lord!  Glory to God in the highest!”     
3.)  Jesus enters our hearts humbly and quietly each Christmas—no fanfare. In 
the Word we hear God’s  promise fulfilled.  “He gave His only begotten Son 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish.”  We welcome  Him with 
“Hosannas” of faith and joy, and “Glorias’ of  praise!    --- The Savior has come! 
 
 



 
APOSTLES’  CREED, page 15. 
  
HYMN  75    Ye Sons of Men, O Hearken [listen] !  
 
 
 
SERMON:   ISAIAH 62:11-12 
 

 A  CITY  NOT  FORSAKEN! 
 

11 Indeed the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the world: 
Say to the daughter of Zion  “Surely your salvation is coming. 
Behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.” 
 
12 And they shall call them The Holy People, 
The Redeemed of the LORD. 
And you shall be called Sought Out,  A City Not Forsaken. 
 
 
Offering 
Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:   
 
HYMN  73 vv. 1-4   (Melody Three)   Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!   
 
Benediction  
HYMN  73 v. 5    (Melody Three)    Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!   
 
  
   * * * * 
 
 
IN  OUR PRAYERS:  Luana Schoon—tests in Bismarck.    
 
THE  ADVENT   WREATH:    The  Advent Wreath is often used in 
preparation for Christmas.  It is a Christian custom (non-Biblical) whose  origins 
appear to be from Lutheran circles in Germany during the 1800’s.  One candle 
was  lit each day to point children ahead to the great day of Christmas.  Many 
modifications have been made over the years.  Currently we light  one candle for 
each week of Advent.  We also light a  Christmas candle.   Various meanings 
and points of devotion have been suggested for  each candle.     
 
  
 
 
 



 
THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE:  The following points have been suggested.    
The “Prophecy Candle.  VIOLET—the color of repentance.   It begins the 
period of waiting.  It reminds us of the Old Testament promises/prophecies of 
the coming of the Savior from sin.  With  humble hearts of repentance, awaiting 
the Savior from sin,  we think back to the many believers before us who waited 
patiently and longingly for the promise of the Savior to be fulfilled. 
 
CHOIR:   A choir for Christmas Eve is being gathered, and you are invited!  
Please gather  after worship today to help in determining selections appropriate 
for the voices.  Rehearsals will be held immediately after worship in the weeks 
to come.    Thank you! 
 
MIDWEEK  ADVENT  SERVICES:    As an aid in preparing hearts for 
Christmas,  special Advent services are held  Wednesday evenings at 5:30.     A 
soup and sandwich supper follows.   Worship is in the church basement. 
 
WORSHIP  SCHEDULE: 
Today           FIRST  SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
                        10:30 Worship                  9:30 Sunday School and Bible Class      
                        11:45 Choir select pieces.                  
12/3  Wed.  FIRST  MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE 
             5:30 PM Worship in the church basement   
                         6:30 PM  Soup and Sandwich potluck meal 
12/7    Sun.   SECOND  SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
                        10:30  Worship with COMMUNION.   9:30  S.Sch. and B.Class 
            11:45  Choir Rehearsal after service.   11:45 Lunch for Children 
                        12:15  Children’s Rehearsal.     
12/10   Wed.  SECOND  MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE 
             5:30 PM Worship in the church basement   
                         6:30 PM  Soup and Sandwich potluck meal 
12/14    Sun.  THIRD  SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
                         10:30  Worship                   9:30  Sunday School  and Bible Class 
             11:45  Choir Rehearsal after service.   11:45 Lunch for Children 
                         12:15  Children’s Rehearsal.     
 
CHRISTMAS TREE:   Thank you to Luther and Luana Schoon for this 
year’s Christmas tree;  to the young men who hauled it in and set it up last 
Thursday; to John and Myrna Erhardt for decorating! 
  
CAROLING  AND  CHURCH   CHRISTMAS  PARTY:  
Sunday, December 14  OR  Sunday, December 21.   
 
 



THANK YOU Thank you to those who have recently filled in  the 
December church cleaning schedule! 
                  7, 14    Thaddeus and Katya W.        
                  21, 28   Lou Ann B., and Jill O.  
  
2026   CHURCH CLEANING:  The  sign-up sheet for 2026 Church 
Cleaning is at the guestbook.   Please sign at your convenience. A heartfelt 
Thank You to all who assist in keeping our house of worship clean. 
 
CALL NEWS  11-30   
Pastor Dave Naumann, Clarkston, WA, and Orofino, ID, has received the call 
to  Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA.  
 
 
THE BRANCHES A magazine for Christian ladies from ladies of the CLC: 
It’s time to renew or sign up for a “calendar year” subscription.  
Sign up before December 15, 2025 
Subscriptions are $16.00 per year for 4 issues. 
Pay by PayPal (email Sandy for PayPal option), Venmo, or check.  
Make paper checks payable to: The Branches 
Current subscribers with different start dates will receive an email or postcard at  
       the time of their renewal. 
Contact:   Sandy Hulke, Subscription Manager 
                 29985 Norway Ave,  
                 Lindstrom, MN 55045        
 

                  OR  thebranchesmagazine@gmail.com 
 
NATIONAL WOMEN’S RETREAT, IN JANUARY!    Before your 2026 
calendar begins to fill up, we want you to mark your calendars and get ready 
to Press Pause with women across the country! 

• What?   Press Pause for the National Women's Virtual Retreat 2026 
• When?   Saturday, January 31, 2026, 9:00-11:00 a.m. (Pacific Time) 
• How?    Join us “virtually” via Zoom 
• Cost?    Free event – all are welcome! 

Register now: https://tinyurl.com/PressPause26 
      ---Pastor Wayne Eichstadt 
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