St. Luke’s, Lemmon, SD 15T SUNDAY IN ADVENT 11-30-25

ISAIAH 62:11-12 A CITY NOT FORSAKEN!

! Indeed the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the world:

Say to the daughter of Zion “Surely your salvation is coming.
Behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.”

12 And they shall call them The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD.
And you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.

Sadness and happiness are two basic emotions in life. When one is more, the other is less. When one
is less, the other is more. The feeling of being loved or unloved plays a big part in that equation. A child
may be ever so loved by Dad and Mom, but when they deem it best and wisest to say NO, the child often feels
unloved and sad. There is also a difference in the sadness of one person and that of a large group of people.
If a whole group feels sad, the “air” is much heavier and the effect more debilitating—whether family,
community, region, etc. On the other hand, when a whole group rejoices, the degree of happiness multiples!

Put yourself into the shoes of the defeated people of Jerusalem in Isaiah’s day, the “nobodies” left
behind in the burned-out city and roundabout regions, and the “somebodies™ taken into exile, living far away
in a strange land and a strange nation. Isaiah lived more than 100 years before this happened, but he
prophesied under inspiration of the Holy Spirit. ~ God’s wrath would come upon Judah and Jerusalem for
their unfaithfulness to Him. It’s bad enough when hard and sad things come into life, but it’s worse when it is
your own fault.

During the captivity, the prophet Daniel, also an exile, wrote: “Then I set my face toward the Lord
God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. And I prayed to
the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant
and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, we have sinned and
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your
judgments. Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our
princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of
face, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those
far off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have
committed against You. O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
because we have sinned against You. To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have
rebelled against Him. We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His laws, which He set
before us by His servants the prophets. Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to
obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been
poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him. And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke
against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; for under the whole
heaven such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:3-12).

Daniel was pleading for forgiveness for his people and himself. He did not say “Them!” Does
sadness overwhelm you and your life, or one aspect of your life? Are you down about something or
somethings? Is it your own fault? Go to the Lord in prayer. Pray for His forgiveness and mercy. With
your actions you maybe meant well, but you’ve done wrong. Perhaps you willfully contradicted the will and
expectations of God, and now you reap the fruit. Pray to the Lord. At the beginning of our worship services,
we together turn to the Lord, “We have sinned against Thee (You) by thought, word, and deed. We flee for
refuge to Thy (Your) infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Daniel’s in His prayer continued: “O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger
and Your fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us. Now therefore, our
God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine
on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our
desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You
because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord,
listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your
name.” (Daniel 9: 16-19.) ----- Likewise, seek the Lord’s forgiveness, His sure and promised forgiveness in
Jesus.

Going back to Isaiah. See the beauty, the joy, the happiness of Isaiah’s words announcing the Lord’s
forgiveness, peace and help! Indeed the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the world—say to the daughter of
Zion—"Surely your salvation is coming! Behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him!” O you
sad people, it is My worldwide proclamation that salvation and rescue are coming. He, the One who is going
to do this, is coming. He comes with His “reward” and His victory, in hand. Guaranteed! He comes to take
you home!—a work that only He can accomplish. He is the God-man, who labors under your punishment at
the cross, lays down His life for you and rises again in victory, mission accomplished! In Him you are
restored!

And they shall call them The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD. When this day comes, the
others will recognize God’s People as—and call them—the “Holy People.” Holy in the sense of sins forgiven!
And holy in the sense of the root meaning of the word—"set apart.” The “set apart” people, the people
“separate” from the others. They are “Redeemed” of the LORD—the people for whom God has paid the
ransom due, out of His own “pocket,” and purchased them back at a great price! These words, although not
ever completely fulfilled in a physical sense for the people of Jerusalem, speak of the spiritual salvation and
fulfillmen.t for them and us, the salvation that belongs to God’s people through faith in Christ, the people of
New Testament Church in Christ, and the City of God.

Isaiah continues: And you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken! No longer met with
derision and ridicule in the eyes of all the world, God’s rescued people—His New Testament Church, His
City—shall be called— “Sought Out,” a desirable place, a desirable people, to whom the others want to
belong, for seeking and receiving shelter, safety, and life forever! Imagine if Lemmon became “The City
Sought Out”! People streaming to Lemmon (not with crime, however) to be part of this greatest community!
Such a change of name and status! God’s rescued people will be called “A City Not Forsaken”! Not
“forsaken”! Think of a forsaken pet—unwanted, cast out, deserted, abandoned. The overwhelming sadness of
God’s people at being cast out, cast out for their own misdeeds, now gone! A City mercifully loved by God,
forgiven in Jesus, restored! The joy of going from “worst to first”! A city not forsaken! The initial sadness
magnifies the joy and happiness that follows! It magnifies the love and appreciation all the more.

Do you see the connection with today—Advent? Adventis a season of “repentance” and sadness
because it’s my own fault—not being accepted because of my own ways. Fifty years ago, a song wrote,
“Lost and alone on some forgotten highway, that’s traveled by many, remembered by few.” Sadness for sin,
and cast away by God. But Good News follows! Jesus, the Savior comes! Christmas! In Him you are
forgiven and restored! In Him you are “A City Not Forsaken!” In Advent recognize your sad status. Then
look ahead—Christmas joy! * Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the
Lord!” A City Not Forsaken!

Amen! So be it! ---Pastor Kanzenbach
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