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  WELCOME !
           “We love Him because He first loved us.   If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar.    For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”    ----I John 4:19-20
                           THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY  COMMUNION
       What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?   That is shown us by these words, “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins:  namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins,  life, and salvation are given us through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.                  

                              ----Small  Catechism, Dr. Martin Luther 
ORDER OF SERVICE:       Supplement,   page 12  with Holy Communion.
Hymn 20    God of Mercy, God of Grace!! 
EPISTLE:  I Corinthians 15:1-10.   Eternal life in Christ  is built  on  the fact that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and  on the third day rose to life.  He appeared to many.  His death and resurrection are  our justification!  In Him--“Not Guilty!”   All other avenues to achieve heaven, be it poverty, piety, or strict “religion,” are in vain.  Paul worked harder than all the apostles;  yet, as he ad-mitted, his forgiveness was only because of God’s grace in Christ.   True for us too!   Live boldly for Him, a witness to  your gift of salvation!

VBS Hymn:   “Let Me Learn of Jesus”  

GOSPEL   Luke 18:9-14   The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector :    The Pharisee thought he was a very religious and righteous man.  He trusted  his own merits and considered  the tax collector unworthy and  displeasing to God and man.   The tax collector was  painfully aware of his lack of merit and  sought and trusted God’s  promised mercy.   The tax collector went  home forgiven!    Do not trust your own faulty merits.   Trust Christ.
NICENE CREED:    Supplement,  page 5
VBS  Hymn:    I Love to Tell the Story
SERMON:   II Samuel 7:1-16 (selected verses)



      YOUR  HOUSE 

            Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies all around,  that the king said to Nathan the prophet,  See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains.   Then Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.  

             But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying,  Go and tell My servant David thus says the LORD:   Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?  For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt. . . .   Have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?
             Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, thus says the LORD of hosts:  

(1)   I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel   And I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have  cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are on the earth. 
(2) Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore. . . .  

(3) Also the LORD  tells you that He will make you a  house.    When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.   I will be his Father, and he shall be My son.  If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men.  . . .    And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before  you. Your throne shall be established forever . . . .
Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said,   Who am I, O Lord GOD?  Aad what is my house, that you have brought me this far?   And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD.  And You have also spoken of Your servant’s house for a great while to come.  Is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
Hymn 640     God the Father, Son, and Spirit!  
                  THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
      VISITORS ,  please kindly note that our congregation  does not  practice  “open”  communion.   Communion is an expression of oneness—certainly oneness with the Lord, but also oneness in faith and teaching with one another.   Differences of Bible teaching do separate.   In keeping with the unity enjoined by God, we practice a “close-knit” communion.   We ask that only members of  St. Luke’s  and sister CLC congregations  come forward.   Be assured,  we are  not judging anyone’s heart or  faith in Jesus.  God alone knows the heart.  For further questions, please speak with the pastor.  Thank you.
Hymn  755   What Is This Bread?    (Communion distribution)    
Benediction 

Hymn 283    God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage!



*
*
*
*


ST. LUKE’S VIDEOS OF SERVICES:    If  you are unable to be at worship, please find our service at St. Luke’s Facebook page.
SCHEDULE:
08/15          9:30 Worship with Communion
08/22          9:30  Worship

08/29          9:30  Worship    
09/05         10:30 Worship with Communion      9:30   Bible Cl. & Sun. Sch.     

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE  OVERLOOKED:    Our only  St. Luke’s Graduate this year was overlooked!    Apologies. 

                       Thaddeus  Wiechmann   --  Home School Graduate

Congratulations and the Savior’s blessings!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:   On Thursday we had thirteen students in attendance at our morning / afternoon VBS—11 member students  and 2 guests. 

We thank the ladies assisting:  Ericka W.,  Autumn W.,   Robyn S.,  Ruth W., 

Rhonda T., Judy K.  
CHURCH  FELLOWSHIP  MEAL—INTERESTED?

How many would be interested in a church grill-out and fellowship meal after service on Sunday, September 19?   At this point we are simply trying to determine  how much interest there is.   No commitments are being asked!   Please sign your name on the interest sheet in the entry area.  Thank you.

CLEANING CHURCH:   Thank you!   

August:         Rhonda Tomac. 
September:   V. Peterson,   E. Wiechmann,  R. Schweitzer,   E. Larson.   

RESIGNATION:

Retired Professor John Reim  has declared his resignation  from membership in  his CLC congregation and from membership in the CLC.  He does not agree  with the 2021 CLC Convention action of   rejecting  the 2015 Proposed Joint Statement drawn up by members of the WELS, ELS,  and CLC, designed to be a full settlement of  the separation.    Professor Reim’s decision brings sadness of  heart. 
CALL NEWS:

Retired Pastor  John Schierenbeck, Eau Claire, WI,  has returned the vacancy call to Faith Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO.

Pastor Aaron Ude, Rapid City, SD,  has received  the call to Faith Lutheran, Manchester, MO.

Pastor Mark Tiefel, Lynnwood, WA, has returned the call to Living Savior, 

Eden Prairie, MN. 
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